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IS SOCIAL SERVICE POSSIBLE NOW ?

Why should any one go in for social service ? Whom should
we serve ? How should social service be done".? These are the
questions which usually arise in respect of social service. But then,
another question confronts us. Whether social service is possible
now is the question. Problems have been there with us from the
very beginning of society. Social workers have been helping people
individually and through organisations. But then, the problems of
the earlier days were different. Today's problems are distinct in
nature. As the present-day problems are complex in character the
solutions for the same are necessarily difficult to find. An under-
standing of the impediments to social service at present will enable
us to transcend them.

Ofiate, the idea that one. qan b$ indifferent towards others and
it is enough to care for and concern oneself with his or her family
is gaining ground. The number of .those entertaining such views
is growing day by day. One is inclined to wonder whether there
are sufficient number of persons in society who ask themselves
whether a particular act of theirs is beneficial to the society around
them, ignoring the view that a person need undertake only those
activities that bring gain and profit to him and his kith and kin. We
rarely come across persons oriented towards -social service. The
number of those who are actuated by social consciousness is low.
At the same time, the number of problems to be tackled and solved
is growing. We wake up every day to news of atrocities, rapes,
beatings, burnings and cold-blooded murders. We become confused,
not being able to decide upon priorities. Social service activities are
limping due to lack of volunteers and financial resources.

There is another aspect that confounds us. How can
assistance be given to those who are suffering and in trouble ? This
is a complicated question that we have to face. Two ways come
before us. To bring about awareness and consciousness is the first
method. To help the needy is the second one. That we have to
face the problems squarely with courage and confidence, awakening
from the mood of helplessness arising out of the belief that one is
bound tn wallow in ianorance and ooverty because of one's misdeeds